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RES 


by Alan Arkley 


University Avenue 

and Oxford Street 

on a cold winter’s day, 
1991. A man muffled in 
layers of sweaters, 
wearing a pair of jeans, 
covered over all with 

a dark green garbage bag 
with slits for head and arms 
sat in his usual place 

on the retaining wall. 


I heard him talking 
to himself, so gently, 
like a self-absorbed kid 
grasping after the 

roots of language. 


I heard him talking; 

living as I did then 

in a world of menace, 

impending war, private 

disappointment and 

death-like distraction. | 

He spoke, and I knew _ sey poles 
no menace. Only the 

secret sign and 

language of love. 


n September 12, the Alameda County Board of 

Supervisors voted 4-1 to cut General 

Assistance (GA) grants from $300 to $221 a 

month. The Supervisors, citing financial distress, acted in 

spite of passionate testimony from GA recipients and 

| advocates, and a report that there were other options 
available to them. 

The path to this massive cut began in April, when the 

' Supervisors voted to petition the State Commission on 
Mandate Relief for permission to drop the GA grant 
below the level set by the Health and Welfare. code.:In 
order to get “mandate relief,” the County had to prove 
that it was in fiscal distress, and had no other option than 
cutting the grant. 

County representatives presented their case for the GA 
cuts at two hearings, on July 24 in Oakland and August 7 
in Sacramento. Attorneys from the Legal Aid Society of 
Alameda County coordinated the case against mandate 

- relief, which included testimony from GA recipients and 
the Emergency Services Network of Alameda County 
(ESN). 

The most powerful arguments against Alameda 
County’s claim of fiscal distress came from the Harvey 
Rose Firm of San Francisco. The firm, which contracts 
with the City San Francisco to provide budget analysis, is 
widely recognized as an expert in the field of municipal 
government budgets. Accountants analyzed Alameda 
County’s budgets over the past four years, and issued a 
report showing that changes in the County’s budget poli- 


: poe 


“One by one he draws us 
out of the world.”* 


(*The final two lines are a quote 
from Valis by Phillip K. Dick) 


“The Invisible Lady” Painting by Robert V. Whaley 
ESN predicted that 3,000-5,000 more people would 
become homeless if General Assistance were cut. 


cies and practices could free up more than $100 million. 
Unfortunately, the Mandate Commission members 
were unmoved by the Rose report or by ESN’s predic- 
tions that 3,000-5,000 people would become homeless, 
and that the demand for more expensive County-funded 
services (i.e., emergency shelter, hospitalization, incar- 
ceration, etc.) would cost more than the $9 million the 


See GA Recipients page six 


Get Out of Town By Sundown 


Sacramento Enacts Anti-Camping Law to Exile the Homeless 
by Brian Augusta 


Steve Cohn of the Sacramento City Council explained 

why he joined recently with six of his fellow council 
members to enact a new Anti-Camping ordinance in Sacramento, 
a law so broad one activist has called it “Mini-Matrix.” The law 
replaces an older anti-camping law which was recently declared 
“unconstitutionally vague” by a Sacramento Superior Court. 

The new ordinance, adopted on September 19, makes it illegal 
to sleep outside or in one’s car anywhere in the City of 
Sacramento. It also effectively prohibits cooking outside or even 
placing personal belongings down on public or private property. 
Advocates fear the last provision could be used in much the same 
way as San Francisco’s Matrix program has been used to cite and 
arrest homeless people just for sitting down in a public park. 


é g fi: time to start harassing people. . .” This is how 


Over two dozen homeless people and advocates attended the 
Sacramento City Council hearing to oppose the law. For many, it 
was their first glimpse into the operations of their city’s elected 
leadership at work, and what a show they were given. 
Contemplating a stack of 25 requests to speak, the chair of the 
council chose to limit testimony to 15 minutes per side, denying 
most of the homeless folks who showed up a chance to speak. 

Following the public testimony, the council’s “debate” was 
cut short after only two members had spoken. Councilmember 
Sam Pannell used parliamentary procedure to “call the question,” 
which ends discussion and requires that a vote be taken. The 
council voted 7-1 to pass the ordinance, with even liberals on the 
council supporting it. 


See Sacramento Bans page three 


Story and Photo by Jan Spence 


“| cant believe it’s egal to clean up a house that isa public health nuisance.’ 


n Labor Day most people 

enjoyed a holiday, but members 

of Homes Not Jails rolled up 
their sleeves and went to work. Some of 
them broke into the vacant and abandoned 
two-story building at 5432 California 
Street. They opened the windows wide 
and the contents of the building came sail- 
ing out onto the sidewalk. Some of the 
trash was recognizable — a Christmas tree 
without needles — and some of it was 
nondescript. Other members, waiting on 
the sidewalk, picked up the rubbish and 
threw it into a dumpster parked at the curb. 

This was another attempt to clean up 
an abandoned building and make it liv- 
able, to create space and shelter for the 
homeless. The number of homeless peo- 
ple in San Francisco is escalating and 
Mayor Frank Jordan is unable to come up 
with responsible solutions. The activist 
group, Homes Not Jails, was again pre- 
senting empty buildings as a solution to 
the city’s housing crisis, and introducing 
their sweat equity project. 

The squatters had rented the dumpster 
for $350, a costly item for an organization 
with no cash flow, but it did make known 
the seriousness of their project. It was 
another well-planned squatters’ takeover. 

Ted Gullicksen, co-founder of Homes 
Not Jails, does his homework well, exten- 
sively researching properties at City. Hall. 
He gathered information on the California 
Street building in various city departments 


and met with numerous city officials. The 


activists knew the property well before 
they broke in and began the clean-up. 
There was a fire in the kitchen last year 
-caused by old wiring and neglect. It has 
been vacant at least since 1991. The 
Building Inspector’s office had a thick file 
of complaints and petitions. The owner 
does not respond to the many threatening 
notices from the City Attorney’s office. 
The Assessor’s Office reports that more 
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The S.F. Fire Department boards up an abandoned house after police evicted 
squatters from Homes Not Jails who were cleaning it up. 


than $11,000 in back taxes is due, so now 
the City is suing the owner. 

Back to the scene.°. . Within a half- 
hour, SFPD squad cars arrived. Neighbors 
who for years had been complaining. to 
City Hall that the building was an eyesore 
and a fire and health hazard, called the 


police and were now complaining that 


A Roving Pilgrimage for Justice 


Homeless People in San Jose Seek Church Sanctuary 


by Scott Wagers 


or the past 40 days, about 80 

homeless people and a dozen 

advocates have participated in an 
ongoing “sleep-out” to dramatize the dire 
need for truly affordable housing in San 
Jose. The sleep-out began on August 22, 
when more than 100 people slept at St. 
Joseph’s Cathedral. For the next six days, 
our makeshift encampment remained nest- 
ed in the courtyard of St. Joseph’s. Next, 
the encampment moved to Trinity 
Episcopal for a night, then to St. Patrick’s 
for two nights. 

Finally, we moved to First Christian 
Church, where we are currently staying 
for three days a week. We also camp out- 
side of St. Paul’s Methodist Church two 
days a week, and then march évery week- 
end to different churches, where we camp 
outside -- without permission. 

This sustained action, organized by 
San Jose’s Community Homeless 
Alliance (CHA), has augmented discus- 
sions about affordable housing in various 
circles. This week: alone, representatives 
from the CHA met with representatives 
from the Mayor’s office, the San Jose 
Housing Department, People Acting in 
Community Together, the Council of 
Churches Social Action Committee, the 
Stanford Homeless Action Coalition, the 
San Jose Peace Center, Catholic Charities 
and leaders of various churches. 

The goals of the sleep-out are varied. 


to protest unjust housing policies. 


Homeless people march in downtown San Jose - 


people were cleaning it up — illegally. 
They were indignant and strongly 
opposed the presence of Homes Not J ails. 
The SFPD entered the house, evicted 
the Homes Not Jails members and barred 
the doors to prevent their return. 
Gullicksen commented: “I can’t 
believe it’s illegal to clean up a house that 


First and foremost, CHA intends to open 
abandoned properties that could be used 
to house the homeless. We are not advo- 
cating for more shelters; instead, we are 
emphasizing the need for more Single 
Room Occupancy (SRO) units in the 
downtown area. Shelters are notorious for 
institutionalizing and recycling the poor, 
while shelter providers line their pockets. 
Decent, safe housing that is truly afford- 
able (no more than one-third of one’s 
income) represents the most viable solu- 


- tion to homelessness. 


On another level, the sleep-out has 
polarized the religious community. In our 
nightly effort to find safe sanctuary, we 
have seen the “No Room at the Inn” (or 
“In Our Church’) scenario unfold; with 
police, clergy, security guards and social 


workers stating emphatically, “‘a church is - 


no place for the poor.” Other churches 
have opened their lawns or parking lots 
(but not their doors), albeit reluctantly. 

In sum, we believe that under both the 
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Homes Not Jails Takes Over a Long omit House © 


-- Ted Gullicksen 


is a public health nuisance and a neigh- 
borhood problem.” 

Then the fire department arrived. 
Acting Battalion Chief Ryan said, “It’s 
the owner’s property and it has to be dealt 
with within a law-structured procedure. 
We'll have it boarded up in 15 minutes.” 
He also said that the house is so full of 
debris that the owner appears to be men- 
tally unbalanced. Trash of every descrip- 
tion, including rotten food and dozens of 
cartons of dog and cat food, was piled 
shoulder high. 

A couple of neighbors expressed their 
approval of the housing take-over. James 
Camarillo said, “I’m glad they (Homes 
Not Jails) came out. Something will be 
done now. The place is an eyesore. If they 
can clean it up and use it to house the 
homeless, okay. It’s a hazard, and it draws 
raccoons. We have to put cement blocks 
on our trash can to keep out the raccoons.” 

Jeremy Graham, one of the squatters, 
said they returned to the house three days 
after the eviction to.continue the clean-up. 
They got in through the front door. “It’s 
falling apart. The wood is rotten. The 
place is unlivable, really. We had some 
dialogue with the neighbors, but I’m not 


optimistic. I don’t think they understand © 


the lack of housing in the City.” 
Homeless people want to put their 


‘skills to work, to clean up and repair shab- 


by, neglected buildings and to have the 
responsibility of maintaining them. The 
ball’s in Mayor Jordan’s court. Homes 
Not Jails has demonstrated .their. sweat 
equity project to the mayor and the Board 
of Supervisors many times. Jordan can 
score big if he assists them in this project 


> Sleaning, up, neighborhoods, and creat- 


ing low-cost housing. Or he can continue 
to intimidate and criminalize our home- 
less community with his Matrix program, 
which for more than two years has proven 
hypocritical, costly and ineffective. 


U.S. Constitution and the UN Declaration 
of Human Rights, all people_are given the 
inalienable right of safe habitation, and to 
“life, liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness,” as articulated by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s Poor People’s Campaign. The 
Community Homeless Alliance represents 
a liberation theology for the poor and 
homeless that seeks structural change 
through nonviolent means. We are trying 
to build a diverse, ecumenical base from 
which homeless people and their advo- 
cates can preach the “Good News to the 
Poor,” and our homeless brothers and sis- 
ters can realize the fullness of their 
humanity as God’s children. 

Our fledgling ministry has-been guided 
by seminarians, community activists, and, 
of course, homeless people themselves. 
Over the past two weeks, the sermons, 
prayers and passionate pleas of all 
involved have contributed to the upbuild- 
ing of a strong base community. This base 
community, like the base communities in 
Latin America, provides a strong under- 
girding for continued action and reflection 
as we strive for economic justice and com- 
passion for homeless citizens. 

Please contact the Community 
Homeless Alliance at. (408) 345-2353 and 
let us know if you can be involved in any 
way, including writing letters to the City 


-Council, or donating food; clothing, blan- 


kets or other contributions: Shalom! @ 
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Sacramento Bans Sleeping Outdoors 


from page one 
Not that much of a debate would likely 
have occurred. During the hearing only 
- one member opposed the ordinance and 
attempted to defend the rights of homeless 
people. Councilmember Darrell Steinberg 
asked very pointed questions of the city 
attorney’s office and helped demonstrate 
that there are laws already in place to pre- 
vent much of the illegal activity the ordi- 
nance is targeted at. 
Like similar debates in other communi- 
ties, proponents of the law appear to be 


motivated by a good measure of bigotry 
and fear. One driving force behind support 
for the ordinance is a desire to push home- 
less people out of Sacramento. Some coun- 
cilmembers were quite up front about it. 
“The reality is that what most people 
want is for the overall quantity of homeless 
people in the city to decrease,” 
Councilmember Heather Fargo said at one 


Homeless woman camps along American River in Sacramento 


hearing on the anti-camping law. “If that 
means that some people need to move to 
other communities where camping is 
allowed, then I think that is part of what 
people would like to see.” Other coun- 
cilmembers talked about “drawing the line” 
or “getting tough” with homeless people. 
Some explained their vote in favor of 
the measure by repeating unsubstantiated 
claims that homeless people from all over 


Northern California were coming to. 


Sacramento to live. The notion that these 


“outsiders” were undeserving of assistance 
and should be “run out of town” pervaded 
the council’s debate, although no evidence 
was ever presented to support this. In fact, 
two studies conducted by the City of 
Sacramento directly refute this assertion. 
Opponents of the ordinance had pro- 
posed amendments in hopes of softening 
its blow. One would have required police 


When You’re Homeless, 
Community Is Everything 


by Bill Reid 


H 


to day or where you hang your head. 


ome is where you hang your 
hat. But for a lot of people 


For me it’s where I can regroup my life 
and pick up some of the essential tools 


I lost and move in a positive direction 
so that I can hold my head up. 


My name is Bill and I am a Human 
Being first. My situation at this time is 
homeless. I want to thank some caring 


people in this world who have made 
conditions comfortable and less 


shameful than it was for me. I lived in 


my car for three months before it was 


impounded, and it was then that reality 


set in. I had no place to go. I-was 
homeless. 


The three nights I spent in the cold 


were just about the worst time in my 
life. I had enough, and the shame and 


guilt I felt was as bad and miserable as 


I wanted to be. I had hit my bottom. I 
could have just died, I guess, but it 
would be a sin not to even try. We all 


count in this world and sometimes we 
have to ask for help. Asking has never 


it’s where you sleep from day 


been easy for me. Being in darkness 
and having feelings of shame, guilt and 
low self-esteem are not easy, and some- 
times life doesn’t seem fair either. 

Through some good people in the 
Davis area, I was able to find a shelter for 
the needy, and lord, was that a blessing. I 
had lost just about everything that was 
dear to me and that includes my self-con- 

_ fidence. There was still hope and I was 
still alive. You would be surprised what a 
little food and a place to sleep can do for 
the soul. We all deserve a break when 
things are going bad. To have a little 
breathing room is like a breath of fresh 
air after being in a smoke-filled room. 

Today I count my blessings and thank 
all the people who have helped me 
regain my dignity and self-worth. People . 
need people and there is a lot of good in 
all of us. Homeless doesn’t mean hope- 
less, just a little inconvenience. ; 

I dedicate this piece to the Davis Cold 
Weather Shelter and all the people who 
make it a wonderful place to be when 
things in life are going bad. Thank you 
once again! 


Editor’s Note: Doug Howerton published these articles in Voices of the 
Homeless, a 1995 anthology of poems, art and articles about homelessness which 
can be purchased at Cody’s and Black Oak Books. Howerton organized this writ- 
ing project when he was the Manager of the Davis Cold Weather Shelter. 
Howerton is now offering writing workshops for homeless veterans at the Oakland 
Vet Center and can be reached at (510) 763-3904. - 


Photo by William Goidell 


to give campers 24 hours notice before 


forcing them to leave an encampment. — 


Another proposal would have suspended 
the law on nights when emergency shelter 
beds were full. Finally, Councilmember 
Steinberg pushed for an amendment to 
require the police to call an outreach 
worker before citing an individual, in 
hopes that the outreach worker could refer 
the camper to shelter or services. All of 
these were rejected by the City Council. 

_ When the law takes effect in mid- 
October, opponents will be ready to chal- 
lenge it. At least two private attorneys, 
including Stewart Katz who helped over- 


turn the old law, have already pledged to 
represent those cited and mount a chal- 
lenge to the constitutionality of the ordi- 
nance. How the law is implemented by 
the police and the courts will play a sig- 
nificant role in the success of this effort. 
Two concerns face homeless advo- 
cates. To begin with, citations must actu- 
ally be issued for the ordinance to ever be 
challenged in court. It is likely that on 


“What most people 
want is for the overall 
quantity of homeless 
people in the city to 
decrease. If that 
means that some peo- 
ple need to move to 
other communities 
where camping is 
allowed, then | think 
that’s what people 
would like to see.” 


-- Heather Fargo, 
Sacramento City Council 


many occasions police will simply refer to 
the law in telling people they must “move 
along.” Although homeless people will 
face regular harassment in trying to sleep 
each night, there will be no opportunity to 
challenge the validity of the law. 

Another possibility is that those cited 
will have their citations dismissed before 
their trial. This was the case with citations 
issued under the City’s old law. It was only 
because attorney Stewart Katz refused to 
allow the court to dismiss charges against 
one of his clients that a challenge to the old 
law was ever presented. 

This can be a very useful tactic for the 
police: cite people for 
camping, rouse them 
from their bed for the 
night, make them feel 
harassed and hunted, then 
when the citation comes 
to trial, dismiss it. The 
city and police depart- 
ment get what they want, 
forcing homeless individ- 
uals out of certain areas 
without ever allowing 
them a shot at justice. 

The disingenuous 
character of the City 
Council’s debate on the 
issue was best evidenced 
by Mayor Joe Serna, who 
in his remarks just before 
the vote, declared: “If 
you're homeless in 
Sacramento, you’re going 
to be in a program.” He 
didn’t specify what “pro- 
gram” he expects people 
to join, but he couldn’t have meant sub- 
stance abuse treatment, mental health pro- 
grams or even emergency shelters. Like 
nearly every city, each of those programs is 
either stretched to maximum capacity or so 
underfunded as to have been rendered use- 
less. But certainly Mayor Serna knows that. 

Perhaps what he really meant was, “If 
you’re not one of the lucky 15% with access 
to shelter or services, get out of town.” Hf 


Overcoming Homelessness with 


THE THREE G’S 


by Sheryl Castro 
— boundaries. It’s like a disease 
that has plagued America and 
no one seems to know how to cure it. 
However, speaking from experience, I 
know that a lot of encouragement, love and 
help can go a long way — it did for me. 
There I was, an 18-year-old house- 
wife with a 10-month-old baby who had 
just moved to a new town. Suddenly my 
whole world collapsed and I was a sin- 
gle parent and homeless. I had family I 
could have gone home to, but I wanted 
o show them I could make it. My 
grandparents raised me because my 
mother was incapable. I loved them for 
everything they did, but I didn’t want 
hem to raise my son also. However, a 
pastor and his wife from a local church 
ook my son and me in. They opened up 
their home to us for two months. 
The thought of being on welfare was 
o degrading. But how was I going to sur- 
vive? I didn’t have a job, and I knew my 
high school education would not go very 
‘ar as a means to survive, so I applied. I 
eceived Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children, food stamps and first month’s 
ent for an apartment. I knew I didn’t 
want to be on welfare forever, but it was 
omething that really helped me. 
When I was at the welfare office, I 
ead about a program called GAIN 
Greater Avenues for Independence). 


omelessness, it knows no 


The purpose of GAIN is to assist AFDC 
recipients in acquiring the skills and 
education needed to enter the job marke 
and become self-supportive. In addition 
to training and counseling, GAIN paid 
two years of child-care costs. 

A month after being on welfare, I was 
an official GAIN recipient. In the early 
stages of the program, I learned a lot 
about myself. I realized I was an intelli- 
gent young lady capable of achieving 
professional success, so I decided to go 
back to school to earn an A.A. degree. 

After attending school for six months, 
I realized I wanted even more. An A.A. 
degree wasn’t enough for me. My college 
counselor suggested I transfer to a four- 
year college. It’s five years later and here 
I am ready to graduate from the 
University of California, with a 
Baccalaureate of Arts in Political Science. 

I know some people do not agree 
with the fact that ’ ve been on welfare 
for six years. I say some day I will put 
back into the system everything I have 
received..Some day'I will be a taxpayer, 
and my tax dollars will be spent on 
someone who needs help. The bottom 
line is that with support and help, peo- 
ple can turn bad situations into good. I 
have my three G’s to thank — God, 
Grandparents and Government. 
They’ ve helped me make all my 
achievements possible. 
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Story and photos by Jan Spence 


ee 


Early fog roll 


explained from her wheelchair. 


he police crackdown on homeless 


encampments in Golden Gate Park . 


has destroyed San Francisco’s image 
as a city of tolerance. Police have made 150 
arrests and issued more than 600 citations to 
homeless people in the park. : 

This massive police assault on homeless 
encampments drove people into neighbor- 
hoods surrounding the park, so Mayor 
Jordan next ordered his police force to target 
homeless persons swept out of the park. 

Finally, Jordan responded to the destruc- 
tive outcome of his own policies by impos- 
ing a park curfew on September 19 that is 
historic in its scope and hysterical in its 
obsession with utterly eradicating the pres- 
ence of homeless people. 


At a press conference in Golden Gate : 


Park to announce the impending police 
crackdown, Mayor Jordan was self-assured 
as he declared: “Call it Matrix II if you like, 
or whatever you want to call it. Warnings 
will be given for three days to comply with 
Park Code 3.12: ‘No camping in the parks 
from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m.’ We’re starting 
in Golden Gate Park, but we’re just as con- 


cerned about the neighborhood parks. Before 


it’s over, we will take back our parks.” 
He referred to the shooting incident in 


ed in at Sharon Meadow, chilling 200 demonstrators. Susan Brown (center) is disabled, 
has no family and subsists on General Assistance. “The park is the only home for all of us,” she 


August near a campsite in Golden Gate Park. 
Mayor Jordan stated: “The incident has 
drawn attention to the problem and we are 
going to address it. I’m going out there to 
make asolidimpact.” © 


Asked about having enough beds in the 
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10,000 homeless people 
= in the city. We have only 
|. 1,395 emergency shelter 
beds. Only two of the 
shelters have drop-in 
rooms with floor space 
— sitting room only — 
for about 200 persons. 
When the mayor says 
that there is a shelter bed 
for everyone, it is a bla- 


enough beds, why do 
people have to play the 
lottery every night, and 
have to draw numbers to 
get a bed? Thousands 
have been turned away 
and thousands have 
stopped trying.” 
Masterson had a hand- 
ful of papers documenting 
the shortage of shelter 
beds. He passed out 
the papers, adding: 
“Homelessness cannot be 
resolved by one person. 
It’s going to take all of us 
and we’re going to have to give 110 percent.” 
Anticipating that the SFPD would 


sweep through the park three days later, 


Religious Witness with Homeless People 
gathered at the Golden Gate Park Police 
Station on August 28 at 4:30 a.m. At least 
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shelters to accommodate all the evicted 


campers, Jordan suggested that the City of 
San Francisco could free up enough beds. 

Homeless persons had questions too, but 
the mayor avoided them. One lady called 
out: “Why don’t you come out and try to 
sleep in the park?” 

Activist Ray Masterson from the 
Coalition on Homelessness was present and 
had more specific answers for the press. 
“This shooting incident could have happened 
anywhere. The mayor is using this issue to 
score political points.” Masterson continued, 
“The city estimates that there are 8,000 to 


60 leaders and friends from the religious 
community participated in a pre-dawn can- 
dlelight prayer service — a display of sup- 


port for homeless victims and a protest of | 


police raids on encampments. In response 
to the mayor’s call to “take back our 
parks,” this was. a call to “take back our 
dignity.” The media was present, so, of 
course, the police didn’t show up. 

But the police did appear at the Civic 
Center park early that same morning when 
there wasn’t a camera in sight, making 
three arrests of homeless persons, writing 
up citations, confiscating and destroying 


_ Photos by Jan Spence 


tant lie. If there are: 
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carts and personal belongings and making 
the usual threats. The police don’t perform 
their cruel Matrix program in the presence 
of the media. They are very clever to out- 
guess the arrival time of the media and 
anti-Matrix supporters. 

Subsequently, there have been pre-dawn 
raids on homeless encampments in Golden 
Gate Park, including a demonstration of 
about 200 people at Sharon Meadow on 
August 28. Three of the campers at this 
demonstration were in wheelchairs. Some of 
the campers were teenagers. Shame on you, 
San Francisco! Laura, a 17-year-old run- 
away, declared that she has been unable to 
locate a service that would be helpful to her. 
Pixie, 15, probably the youngest person in 
the camp, is homeless and her mother is 
homeless in Austin. She said, “The mayor is 
targeting the wrong people.” 

During a 6:00 a.m. visit to the demonstra- 
tion, early fog rolled in at Sharon Meadow, 
chilling the 200 demonstrators. Susan 


‘Brown, who is disabled, has no family and 


receives a G.A. check of $345 and food 
stamps. “The park is the only home for 
almost all of us,” she explained from her 
wheelchair. “It’s safer than the Tenderloin. 
You can hide and be safe in the park. In the 
Tenderloin, you’re on the street and vulnera- 
ble. We’re like a family here. If I were ever 
in trouble, anyone would help me. The park 
should be for everyone.” 

Sgt. Leach of the SFPD’s Public Affairs 
Office denied that there is ar-attempt to avoid 
the media. Asked if this is a costly operation 
for the City, he replied, “No, it’s a combined 
effort of officers in the area,’ and’ they are on 
duty anyway:” He said that “the arrests will 
continue in an ongoing effort, as needed.” ~ 


The Superinténdent’ of ‘Parks; ‘Jim 


Cooney, said he is pleased to get the parks 
cleaned up of human: waste, food wrappings 
and other debris. He added, “I expect they 
(the homeless) will return. People have 
camped in the park for the 30 years that I 
have been here.” : 

Michael Ponder has lived in Golden Gate 
Park for three years. In the wake of the 
police raids on the park, he has packed up his 
belongings, but says he will return. “It’s a 
better life here than living in the Tenderloin,” 
Ponder adds. “This is politics. Matrix is 
political mileage for Jordan. Even a police- 
man told me that it’s politics. Policemen 
don’t like rounding up homeless people. But 
it’s their job. That’s what they tell us.” 


Goldena Bridges is disabled and uses a cane. She feels that disabled peo- 
ple and seniors should have camping rights. “My SSI check has been 
reduced by $100,” she said. “Handicapped and older people can’t afford an 
apartment. They can’t come up with first and last month’s rent, security 


deposit and utilities.” 


Debra Sullivan, although homeless, is a seamstress and artist. Her cart and 
all her belongings, including bolts of cloth and art supplies, have been 
confiscated eight times by the SFPD. “It’s so difficult to start over again 


and again and again,” Debra said. 
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mtisa tragedy which has happened 


here in Golden Gate Park this past 


month. It is a tragedy of guns, vio- _ 


lence and mental illness. These are the 
causes of the shooting on August 19 (in 
which a transient man shot homeless 
people in the park), and they must be 
addressed. . 
So why is Mayor Jordan focusing on 
homelessness? 


When people were massacred at 101 | 


California, the mayor did not victimize 
the victims of that horrible violence by 
attacking those affected. He responded 
with compassion, advocacy and outrage. 

So where is that type of response 
today? Why is he sweeping the parks 
today? Why is he focusing on homeless- 
ness as the issue? Do all homeless peo- 
ple carry guns? Are all homeless people 


violent? He wants us to believe this. But. 


they are lies. He wants us to support 
Matrix. But it has failed. It treats home- 
less people as criminals and ignores 
_addressing the fundamental problems 

- causing this social crisis. 
When will the leadership in this city 
stop chasing our homeless sisters and 
brothers from neighborhood to neighbor- 
hood and from the civic and financial 
center to our urban parks? And now 

_ from this park to who knows where. 

_- Make no mistake about it — I am as 
' upset as all San Franciscans that some of 
us are homeless; that some of us sit on 
the streets; that some of us have no place 
- to-sleep but on benches, in cars, under 
_ trees, on the grass. But these actions do 
not criminals make. Matrix is the wrong 


-- solution: fora. misdiagnesed problem: 


-. | support and love clean streets in San 
Francisco: Sweep up the garbage, but 
take care of the people. Mayor Jordan 

does not have a policy which adequately 

addresses the needs of homeless people 
in this city. 


ccording to a recent poll which I 

conducted within the homeless 

community of San Francisco, the 
odds that Mayor Frank Jordan will serve a 
second term are very slim. Only one per- 
son of more than SO homeless persons I 
interviewed thought that Mayor Jordan 
should be re-elected this November. 

Although a lot of discontent was 
expressed by the people I interviewed, 
there was little enthusiasm to exercise 
their right to vote and to have a voice in 
government. Larry said, “I’m not going to 
vote. It doesn’t matter who’s in office — 
politicians are all the same. I heard a can- 
didate speak in front of the War Memorial 
building, and I laughed when he talked 
about integrity and fair play.” 

Homeless persons are permitted to vote. 
They can pick up a registration card at the 
Registrar’s Office, 633 Folsom, or at any 
post office. For an address they can 
describe where they live -- for example, the 
corner of 5th and Market. They can request 
the voter’s information pamphlet to be sent 
to a shelter, General Delivery or a friend’s 
address. The pamphlet gives instructions: 
and directions to the polling site. 

I am distributing registration cards to 
homeless people and encouraging them to 
exercise their right to vote. Vote for a 
musician, if you like -- but just vote. But 
I’m cynical, too, like Larry. Modern politi- 
cians are self-serving and motivated by 
their own greed. We want candidates. who 
care about humanity, who want to improve 
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“We're disturbed about Matrix Il, the sequel,” Teresa said. “We were run out 
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of Civic Center Park and now we’re run out of Golden Gate Park. Where can 
we go, back to Civic Center Park? We won’t go to the hotels with the dope 
fiends and the cockroaches. It’s healthier to live here.” 


I support safe city parks in which we all 
live, play, walk our dogs and picnic. Mayor 
Jordan and his Matrix program have driven 
homeless people into these parks, offering no 
real solutions to their problems. 

_ When is he going to do something 
real? When is he going to address the 
problems which cause people to live on 
the streets and to seek refuge in our 
city’s parks: the lack of funds to care for 
mentally ill persons; a failed safety net 
with huge holes through which many 
people fall; and the Mayor’s lack of a 
substantive policy to address the need of 
adequate shelter beds, enough drug and 
alcohol treatment spaces, affordable 
housing, jobs at living wages, health 
care and treatment centers. - 

I decry the violence caused by guns. 
These are criminal actions requiring a 
police response. But Mayor Jordan’s 
police action this past month does not 
address this problem of violence. It 
attacks victims of that violence and it 
victimizes, hounds and harasses people . 
he wishes did not exist. 


the quality of life for everyone and whose 
goal is justice for every person. 

But, according to my poll, homeless 
citizens do not believe that Mayor Jordan 
is such a candidate. I asked: “Do you 
think Mayor Jordan should be elected to a 
second term, and why or why not?” Of 
more than 50 homeless persons inter- 
viewed, only one person, John, answered, 
“Yes.” He added, “I approve of 90 percent 
of his policies.” All the others interviewed 
were adamant as they replied, “No.” 

Clarence: “No, I don’t think he’s a just 
mayor. His policies on the homeless are 
unjust.” 

Dale: “No. Because of the Matrix sys- 
tem. This city has become a police state.” 

Robin: “Absolutely not: It’s a rich 
man’s town. He caters to the rich and the 
tourists. If you don’t have money, you 
have no mobility. You’re too poor to stay 
and too poor to leave.” 

Tony: “No. He’s not doing the job. He 
chases the homeless around and confis- 
cates their belongings. He trashes people’s 
belongings.” 

David: “No. He’s too much like (for- 
mer L.A. Police Chief) Darryl Gates. 
Gates doesn’t care about anyone. Neither 
does Jordan. If you don’t have a job, 


‘you’re no one in this town.” 
Mikel: “No. The Matrix program is not — 


successful.” 

John: “No. Because he caters to big 
business. He’s a puppet for big business.” 
Arthur: “No. His policies are pro- 


It is a stunt by a weak leader afraid that 
the populace of this great city will throw 


him out in November, because he’s done 


nothing substantive, because he lacks 
vision, because he is ignorant of the funda- 
mental problems, because he blames vic- 
tims and attacks the powerless in our city, 
because he is insecure about leading the 
powerful toward compassionate solutions. 
The problem is not the homeless peo- 
ple being driven out of the parks today, 
just as it wasn’t the victims of the mas-_ 
sacre at 101 California. Mayor Jordan 
wants us to believe that he is taking deci- 


-Sive action to deal with a real problem. ~ 


But we will not be deceived. What he 
is doing today will do nothing to change — 
the underlying reality, that there are peo- 
ple among us with no place to live, sleep 
and raise their children. Because he has © 
chosen to do nothing about these prob- 
lems, we must decide in a couple of | 


months to choose other leaders who 


have plans and who will make differ- 
ences in the lives of our sister and broth- 
ercitizens.@ oo 


by Alan Arkley 


Is this the shape 
- of an ominous future? 
The dank and musty-clothed figure 
_ that goads your sleepless hours 
when the usual sedatives 
fail to lull you? 


It’s an angry figure 

that shades your night, 
bruised by nightsticks, 
bruised inwardly by 

the fearful urban darkness 
of rain, rust 

and halogen shadows. 


You voted in the Poor Laws, 
mistaking the shuck of 
demagoguery for “getting 
things done.” 
But youcan’t . 
remember that now, 
when rest seems unobtainable. 
Now -- in your mussed 
and bruising bed -- 
aren’t you curious 
to know the shaded face 
of your nemesis? 


_ You reach for the bed-side lamp, 
but find that your hand 
has become a hapless, 
fumbling claw. 
Your spine is aching, 
your inner skull is painful, | 
with the sense of something lost. 


For once the scapegoating | 
has begun, — 
_ all have bargained away 

the guiltless safety 

of home. 


A Poll of Homeless Citizens on the S.F. Mayoral Race 


_ by Jan Spence 


Dan G. has been living in a Dodge van near Golden Gate Park. He showed. me a 
handful of tickets and a large red warning notice. “My van will be towed away,” he 
said. “I’ll never see my van again. I’ve moved out of the van and into the Park. Now 
we'll get rousted out of the Park unless we hide good. But we’re not depressed. 
We’ll be back in a couple weeks when the show’s over.” 
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tourism and pro-business. But the busi- 
ness community is not the majority.” 

Roland: “No. He spends his time with 
the big shots. He doesn’t have time for 
poor folks. He doesn’t relate to poor peo- 
ple. We need political reform.” 

Wesley: “No. He has not fulfilled his 
obligations of office. Innocent people are 
jailed and criminals run free. I voted for 


Jordan in the last election. I’m not voting 
for him this time. He has made a lot of 
homeless people angry.” 

Djuan: “No. He doesn’t consider home- 
less people as part of the community. He 
thinks homeless people are criminals. I’ve 
seen a lot of injustices toward the homeless. 
I don’t understand his policies — the way 
he conducts his police force.” Mi 
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Radio Free Homeless Finds a Home on the Airwaves 


by B.N. Duncan and Sally Hindman 


Sally Hindman and Michael Turner Thomas take to the airwaves to explore home- 


less issues on Free Radio Berkeley, on Mondays from 5 to 6 p.m. 


hat is it like trying to live on 
VV public assistance in the wel- 
fare-slashing year of 1995? 


Why do some of the most creative people 
you will ever meet live on Telegraph 
Avenue? What do homeless people do 
when they want to have sex? 

To what extent can homeless people be 
united to defend their rights without there 
being hierarchical organization? Why do 
toilet bowls make meaningful and 
provocative public art? Can respecting the 
human rights of homeless people help to 


protect the rights of other people as well? 
Do we live under a system that treats 
some people like objects to be used and 
thrown away? Would the vicissitudes of 
being homeless be a good storytelling sub- 
ject for writers and cartoonists? 

These topics and countless more are 
broached each Monday from 5-6 p.m. on 
“Street Spirit,” Free Radio Berkeley’s 
(104.1) new radio-talk show. Hosted by 
B.N. Duncan, Michael Turner Thomas and 
Sally Hindman, “Street Spirit” is one of the 
first radio shows in the country organized, 


- given him an excellent 
- subject for storytelling 


run by and regularly featuring “houseless”’ 
people. Co-hosts to date have included 
Cleveland Williams, Ray Winters, Francis 
Dieli, Richard List and Moby Theobald. 
Most shows start out with a loose 
topic, then jump off in a raw and creative 


‘manner to weave in topics currently on. 


the minds of the show’s hosts. 

Describing some of the radio show’s 
participants perhaps paints the best picture 
of Street Spirit’s flavor. Michael Thomas, 
a poet, is a resourceful and observant par- 
ticipant in the homeless street life. He has 
an independent mind and articulate initia- 
tive. Frank Dieli is a homeless street artist 
who draws portraits and also has a lot of 
political consciousness. Mike “Moby”’ 
Theobald is a homeless Eee 
man of many talents. 
Homelessness has 


in comics with tren- 
chant and humorous 
meaning. 
Richard List is a 
houseless (houseless) 
man who does stunts 
and art exhibits to 
communicate warn- 
ings of crisis and out- 
rage, while providing 
entertainment. His 
unauthorized, 
plopped-down, public 


coverage in 35 newspaper articles. Ray 
Winters was born the son of a millionaire 
and has been homeless; he is now a long- 
standing street vendor. His juggling sticks 
(star-stix) involve his philosophy of spiri- 
tual balance and grace through bodily 
movement. He has a dream of an econom- 


ic community of poor and homeless peo- ~ 


ple that is apart from mainstream business 
capitalism. 

In the south-campus Telegraph area of 
Berkeley alone, there are scads of home- 


less people and people of homeless expe- — 


rience who have statements, observations, 
ideas and visions that are valuable to com- 
municate. The homeless have voices. It’s 
a matter of wanting a dialogue. 


“plop art” has received B.N. Duncan co-hosts the homeless radio show. 


GA Recipients Cut to Death by Alameda County Supervisors 


from page one 
cut is supposed to save. On August 24, 
the full Commission granted Alameda 
County permission to make the GA cuts. 
ESN mounted a campaign to try one 
more time to convince the Supervisors 
that cutting the grant to $221 was both 
unconscionable and unnecessary. 
Members mobilized a wide cross section 
of the community, including religious, 
business and union representatives, ser- 
vice providers and GA recipients to lobby 
the Supervisors before the hearing. Teams 
met with each of the Supervisors in the 
week leading up to the hearing, attempt- 
ing to convince them to take the Rose 
report recommendations seriously. On 
September 11, the eve of the hearings, 50 
people, mostly GA recipients, rallied out- 
side the County Administration Building. 
The hearing on September 12 was long 
and highly emotional. Speaker after 
speaker told the Supervisors and the 
packed room about the impact the cuts 
would have, both on individual recipients 
and upon the County. One GA recipient, 


Carol Crooks, testified emotionally about . 


her fears that the cut would force her back 
onto the streets. Her words, punctuated by 
tears, clearly chilled the audience. One 
spectator commented that if the 
Supervisors were able to vote for the cut 
after hearing Ms. Crooks, then they 
“must’ ve left their hearts at home today.” 

Another GA recipient, Richard Jackson, 
spoke eloquently about the hit-and-run 
drunk driver who left him for dead, lead- 
ing to his need for assistance, and how it 
was helping him get back on his feet. 
Jackson, who had been an elected official 
in another state, told the Supervisors that 
he had once sat up in the decision-making 
seat where they were, and that they might 
one day find themselves down where he 
was pleading for compassion. 

In spite of such impassioned and intelli- 
gent speeches, the Supervisors appeared to 
have their minds made up. Only Supervisor 
Keith Carson argued against the cuts, rais- 
ing many of the issues presented from the 


meetings and testimony. When the role was 
called, his was the only “no” vote. 

As the Supervisors moved on to the 
next agenda item, a representative from 
ESN took the microphone and asked the 
board to recognize that an historic action 
had just been taken, and invited them to 
join the audience in a moment of silence 
for “the death of General Assistance and 
those who might die as a result of their 
decision.” A poster depicting a headstone 
that read “RIP GA Recipients Cut To 
Death In Alameda County” was held 
aloft as people stood in silence. They then 
joined hands, sang “We Shall Overcome,” 
and walked out of the chambers. 

Immediately after the decision, Legal 
Aid filed a lawsuit to block the GA cuts, 
naming both the county and the State 
Mandates Commission as defendants. the 
suit alleges that the Commission acted 
improperly in granting mandate relief. On 
Friday, September 15, a hearing was held 
in San Francisco Superior Court before 
Judge Cahill where Legal Aid sought a 
Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) to 
block the cuts from taking effect. 
Although Judge Cahill denied the TRO, 
he did seem open to the possibility of a 
Preliminary Injunction, which would hold 
off the cut until Legal Aid’s lawsuit was 
decided. He set a hearing on the 
Preliminary Injunction for Monday, 
October 2, and ordered Alameda County 
to print up two sets of checks, one for 
$221 and another for $79, to be issued in 
the event that he granted the injunction. 

Regardless of the eventual outcome of 
the lawsuit, a few things are clear from 
the history of the past five years: 

1. When the County needs to make cuts, 
GA will continue to be the primary target. 
2. Whatever level of GA the County 
has been willing to pay (from $341 in 
1991 to $221 today) is insufficient to 
meet basic living needs. 

3. The so-called: “Welfare Reform” 
debates have ignored the needs of single 
people without recognizable disabilities 


who are living in deep poverty. 


4.-GA recipients need to organize in - 
order to have a voice in the decisions that 


affect their survival and chances for a 
future, and to counter the prevailing 
notion that they are “lazy dope fiends who 
just want to live off the taxpayers.” 

An underlying theme that emerged 
from the meetings with Supervisors 


before the hearings and from their deci-_ 


sion to cut GA is that they believe there 
are “deserving” and “undeserving” poor. 
The “deserving” poor are in need of assis- 
tance due to circumstances beyond their 
control, such as disability, and should be 
helped to get onto SSI or some other, non- 
County funded benefit program. The 
“undeserving” poor are_ either 
drinking/smoking/shooting up their 
checks and/or are being kept back from 


- Gino Alvarez’s drawing of an imperious eagle conveys the sense.of a rugged, - 


going out and getting jobs because they 
‘know that GA. is there to take. care of 
them. These arguments ignore the absence 
of adequate substance abuse treatment 
programs and the need for basic educa- 
tion, literacy and employment programs. 
Like the recent moves in Congress to end 
the entitlement status of AFDC and SSI, 
many government officials are saying that 
people don’t automatically deserve to get 
GA; they must “earn” the right to get GA. 

The only way to change this debate is 
if the people who are being talked about, 
people needing public benefits assistance, 
organize and speak out about what they 
want and need. Advocates and service 
providers can and do attempt to speak on 
behalf of “clients/consumers,” but no one 
is so eloquent or passionate as the person 
whose life is on the line. Hi 


enduring spirit. Berkeley street artist Alvarez créates beautiful pictures in a gritty 
urban environment. He has published a book, The Street Art of Gino Alvarez, of his 
artistic vision of the winged beauty of birds. hese 


lo 


who == 


a % as 


October 1995 | 


t 8 ea gy 


STREET SPIRIT 


Clergy Risk Arrest, Defy S.F. Curfew and Police Raids 
Sanctuary for the Matrix Refugees 


Editorial by Terry Messman 


4 4 = lessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 


earth.” Mayor Jordan’s massive assault on home- 
less encampments in Golden Gate Park this past 

month is also an assault on this prophetic promise. 
Rather than inheriting the earth, homeless people inherited the 


_ whirlwind of police attack, bulldozer demolition, eviction and 


exile. First, the police raids attempted to erase the last vestiges of 
homelessness from the park, and now, Mayor Jordan has pro- 
claimed a blanket curfew on Golden Gate Park in an effort to 
banish homeless people forever. So much for the meek inheriting 
the earth. In reality, they have inherited a “forced march to 
nowhere,” in the vivid words of the late Mitch Snyder. 

Priests, rabbis, nuns and ministers are so outraged by Mayor 


- Jordan’s civil war on homeless people that they are risking arrest — 


at an all-night Sleep-Out in Golden Gate Park on October 5. The 
Sleep-Out was organized by Religious Witness with Homeless 
People to defy Mayor Jordan’s Draconian curfew and police 
raids, which have led to more than 150 arrests and 650 citations 
in the park during the past month. Since poor people are being 
arrested and brutalized for the “crime” of sleeping in Golden 
Gate Park, religious leaders will demonstrate the inhumanity of 
this policy by staying in the park until they, too, are arrested. 
“The Matrix noose has been tightened around the throats of 
homeless people — they have been driven from every part of 
this city,” said Sister Bernie Galvin, a Catholic nun and director 
of Religious Witness with Homeless People. “In nonviolent defi- 
ance of unjust laws aimed at criminalizing poor people, we will 
bring our sleeping bags and camp at Golden Gate Park.” 
Homeless people have become refugees in their own country 
due to incessant Matrix police sweeps which constantly deport 
them from area to another. Mayor Jordan devised the Matrix pro- 
gram in September, 1993, to sweep people out of Civic Center 
and downtown business areas. But after 25,000 citations and 
arrests of homeless people for minor infractions, Matrix merely 
displaced them to parks and neighborhoods throughout the city. 
So Jordan unleashed the so-called “Matrix II” crackdown on 
homeless encampments in Golden Gate Park on August 21. 


After several hundred arrests and citations in the park had the 


entirely predictable result of forcing homeless people into sur- 
rounding residential areas, Jordan ordered police crackdowns in 


neighborhoods near-the park: Finally,Jordan reacted to the disas-' ©’ 


trous outcome of his own policies by imposing a park curfew, 


motivated by'a delusional desire to'make‘homeless people'vanish 


from the city altogether. 


A CALL FOR SANCTUARY 

“Mayor Jordan’s police action in Golden Gate Park attacks 
the powerless in our city and hounds and harasses people he 
wishes did not exist,” stated Rev. Jeff Johnson, pastor of First 
United Lutheran Church. “The religious community calls for 
refuge and sanctuary for homeless people who have no place to 
live, sleep and raise their children.” ; 

Rabbi Alan Lew of Congregation Beth-Shalom starkly out- 
lined the spiritual significance of the police raids: “The Matrix 
response to homelessness is politically dangerous and psycholog- 
ically foolish, but spiritually it is an absolute catastrophe. When 
we try to efface the poor from the streets of our city, when we 
arrest them by the tens of thousands for merely trying to exist as 
human beings, when we send police instead of care-givers, when 
we cast them out and banish them, then we efface the sacred 
from our city — and we simply cannot afford to do that. The 
spiritual impoverishment we live in is great enough already.” 

“The meek shall inherit the earth. . . .” So the promise goes. 
But in California, homeless people have inherited the cold, dan- 
gerous streets and the overcrowded warehouses where they are 
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Yes! I wish to support the work of Street Spirit! ; 

___ I will subscribe to Street Spirit. I enclose $30 for one year's 
I will be an Underwriter of Street Spirit. Enclosed is $50 per month. 
I would like to donate! Enclosed is a donation of __ $100 


crammed in with hundreds of strangers in bleak, inhumane con- 


“ditions reminiscent of the poorhouses in Dickens’ time: They 


have inherited hunger, tuberculosis, pneumonia, psychological 
trauma and sleep deprivation, and, every year, more than 100 
homeless people in San Francisco succumb to a terribly lonely, 
premature death on the streets. 

The poor inherit the scorn of their fellow citizens and the 
hostile attacks of city mayors who unleash the police to hunt 
them down as prey. Not only do they not inherit the earth, they 
are driven off even the few patches of earth they can call home, 
exiled in their homeland by police raids. 

In what way, then, is the Biblical promise to be kept, that the 
meek shall inherit the earth? Jesus’ promise was always a radical 
and scandalous declaration that turns the tables on the conven- 


tions of this world, where the powerful, the rich, the war-makers ~ 


and the bomb-makers always end up inheriting the earth. It’s a 
crazy, quixotic promise. Yet, strangely enough, it’s a promise 
that was made to be kept. Kept by people of faith and conscience 
who act in human history as if the promise were already true — 
signed, sealed and delivered. To the extent that we act in solidar- 
ity with the poor, we act as if that hope were real, as if acts of 
compassion and resistance will redeem these times. 

“We will sleep out in Golden Gate Park to stand up for the 
rights of poor people and, if need be, suffer the same fate of 
arrest and expulsion that they face,” declared Father Louis 
Vitale, Franciscan pastor of St. Boniface Church. “On October 
Ath, we celebrate the Feast of St. Francis, the patron saint of San 
Francisco. But we should be ashamed to be called the city of St. 
Francis. The harsh reality is that the City of St. Francis has been 
closed down to homeless people.” 


Art by David Adams ©, 1983 


Ce Subscribe to Street Spirit! 


Street Spirit is a publication of the Homeless Organizing Project of American Friends Service Committee. Street 
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Unconstitutional Muzzling of First Amendment Rights 


Street Spirit Vendors Targeted by Police 


omeless people who sell the Street Spirit 
| newspaper say they have been repeatedly 
harassed by Oakland police in the past month. 
Police officers have ordered the homeless vendors to 


stop selling the paper in downtown Oakland and given- 


them citations for “soliciting for personal needs” — a 
city ordinance which, according to Attorney Osha 
Neumann, is an unconstitutional restriction of First 
Amendment rights. 

In mid-September, two Street Spirit vendors were 
given citations and court dates for selling the newspa- 
per at 13th and Broadway in downtown Oakland; a 
disabled vendor was given a citation and court date for 
selling the paper at 14th and Broadway. Homeless 
vendors have been repeatedly ordered to stop selling 
Street Spirit in front of the Emporium Capwell store 
on 20th and Broadway. 

“The police crackdown on homeless people who sell 
Street Spirit is unfortunate for two reasons,” said Wilson 
Riles, Jr., regional executive director of the American 
Friends Service Committee, which publishes Street Spirit. 
“First, it is an act of persecution of homeless vendors who 
are simply trying to earn a living and educate the public 
about homeless issues. It deprives them of their livelihood, 
and imposes fines which they are not able to pay. 

“Second, this amounts to censorship of the free press. 
Homeless people don’t have access to the mainstream 
press. They are not asked to write for mainstream news- 
papers, their opinions are not sought out and their stories 
are not told. So for the police to suppress the one news- 
paper in the East Bay which is committed to reporting on 
issues from the homeless perspective is a direct attempt 
to muzzle the voice of homeless people.” 

Homeless vendors sell 15,000 copies of Street Spirit 
every month in Oakland and Berkeley. The vendors 
keep all proceeds from sales. The paper was founded to 
give homeless people a voice on the important social 
issues of poverty, economic justice and homelessness, 
and to enable vendors to earn a living and become eco- 
nomically self-sufficient. 

At a time when panhandling is under attack in 
Berkeley and Oakland, Street Spirit has provided home- 
less people an alternative way to earn money and per- 
form a positive community service. 

The San Francisco Examiner wrote a favorable pro- 
file of homeless vendors of Street Spirit who have been 
able to afford to move into apartments from the income 
they made selling the paper. 

“It is hypocritical for Oakland officials to order the 
police to punish and fine homeless vendors of a paper 
which has provided a constructive alternative to panhan- 
dling,” said editor Terry Messman. 

“Oakland has a shameful history of arresting home- 
less people for sleeping in Old Man’s Park, Jefferson 
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Park and under the freeways. Our paper has enabled 
some homeless vendors to earn enough income so they 
don’t have to sleep under freeways. The city’s response 
is to attack them anyway for trying to earn a living. In 
the eyes of city officials, homeless people are guilty no 
matter what they do. 

“Is the city of Oakland planning to crack down on 
other newspapers, or is it only the First Amendment 
rights of homeless people they want to suppress?” 

Oakland police cited vendors under Section 3-2.081 
of the Oakland Municipal Code, which states: “No per- 
son shall solicit contributions. for himself in or upon any 
public street or public place in the City of Oakland.” 

Attorney Osha Neumann said, “This law is 
absolutely unconstitutional, no question about it. It’s a 
very clear violation of the First Amendment, and is in 
direct conflict with statements of law by the U.S. 
Supreme Court which make it clear that solicitation is 
protected speech under the First Amendment. This 
Oakland law makes an impermissible distinction 
between kinds of speech based on their content. To pro- 
hibit solicitation for private needs but permit it for what 
they call charitable purposes is making a distinction 
based on the content of speech. That is not permitted 
under the U.S. Constitution.” 

“But apart from the constitutional issues,” Neumann 
continued, “it is absurd public policy to target for arrest 
people who are attempting to distribute the Street Spirit 
as a way to survive and also as a way to give something 
back to their community.” Hl 
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Don’t cry Spauiat) don't cry. 
by Claire Burch 


and what if yes is no and will be = 

always, until the dust of shelter past — 

drifts broken on the memory of some holiday 
indoors with the warm smell of something roasting 
and clean blankets and ; a toilet ce Mas own a family 


too many oe us sitting on the ground 

all we own in backpack and shopping cart, waiting, 
: Land’s End outside Cody’s bookstore _ 

_ spare changing for quarters for | 

four thirty dinner at the Food Project. 


Our toothless smile reminds you of tomorrow 
and your own dental bill, yet unpaid. 
Hopping on my one leg I ask you sweetly 
Help! Help me! Help us! Help heaven 
to rain log cabins, one for each of us 
Where is the Homestead Act, now that we need her? 


More lives than a 1 cat, Babe | 
always had trouble with boundaries. 


yawn twice trembling while Babe crosses 
the street? the line? the bar? to find a world 

not there when 606, and tells new love 

of twenty years (cold hands, warm heart) small whisper. 


Good night sleep tight in the morning light 

to do what’s right with all my might 

God bless Benjamin Franklin, Franklin stoves, 
TVs, CDs pudding and pie. 
Don’t cry honey, don’t cry! 
Don’t cry children, don’t cry. 
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